Course Description: This course is a survey of European history from antiquity through the Age of Discovery, and to the coming of European colonialism. It examines ideas and events that contributed to the rise of Europe, its political, economic, and social institutions, and, especially, its conceptions of itself. Here the course examines how Europe's drive to colonize and exploit other lands and resources might have been informed by Europeans' perceptions of their own culture and their special place in the world.
Examinations: This course includes a midterm and a final examination, each containing identifications or short answers and essays. The final exam will cover material mostly from the second half of the course. The dates for each exam are listed below in the "Lectures and Assignments Schedule." The instructor will announce these quizzes in class at least one week in advance: midterm (Oct. 7); final (Dec. 13/16).
Attendance and Participation: Discussion figures prominently in the class-program, and class participation and attendance will constitute a percentage of the course grade. Attendance and participation improve the functioning of the class as well as students' grades. According to College policy, attendance will be taken daily; any and all unexcused absences will result in automatic grade reductions.
Absences are excused by presenting written documentation to the Office of Undergraduate Studies (Randolph Hall, Rm. 206 ). Running errands is not a valid excuse. Students are responsible for all the material in the readings, videos, lectures, etc., whether they are present or not. Any person missing class for a valid college function should present documentation to the instructor at least one week in advance. Students should never telephone the instructor on the same day to say they will be absent, nor should they ever(!) call the History Department office to report their absence.
If the instructor does not call the daily roll, an attendance sign-in sheet will be circulated. Students are also marked as absent for the following reasons: they do not sign the attendance sheet; they sign the sheet then leave class; they leave class for an inordinate period of time without valid excuse. Any student who leaves class without permission and does not return after taking a quiz or exam will be recounted as absent, and the quiz/exam will receive an automatic failing grade (0 = F).
Make-Up Quizzes and Exams are not given, as a rule. However, if students present a valid medical excuse processed through the Office of Undergraduate Studies, they will be permitted to complete a comparable written assignment or research report to make up the lost work. This assignment will not be easy or convenient, so be sure to attend all quizzes and examinations. Develop a particular theme or hypothesis, and strive to prove that hypothesis in your paper. The first paragraph of the paper must contain an introduction and a thesis statement, which is the point of the paper, or the hypothesis you intend to prove. N.B., to develop this paper properly, you will need to consult secondary sources on European and Arab societies of that time and Christianity and Islam.
Course Textbooks
Preliminary Drafts. Students are strongly encouraged to submit an early preliminary draft of the term paper to the instructor for comment. The instructor will review it to ensure the clarity and direction of its content and adherence to format. The draft will not be graded. The purpose of a draft is to insure that the content and argument of the paper are on track, and the form is correct.. Students who submit a draft should do so no later than two (2) weeks before the paper's deadline.
Submission, Late Policy, etc. Late papers will be penalized 5 points for each day late (including Saturdays), up to three days, after which they will be graded no higher than a 59% (F). All papers must be submitted in person to the instructor; failing that, they may be submitted to the History Department (Maybank 315), where the departmental administrators will certify and date-stamp their arrival. The instructor is not responsible for any papers simply dropped off at his office or shoved under his door. Regrettably, such papers cannot be deemed to have been accepted on time.
Form and Format. All papers should be submitted in paper format. Papers submitted electronically via e-mail or on disk are unacceptable, since formatting changes do occur when transferring files between computers.
See course Web page, "Paper Requirements"-link, for detailed information, advice, and suggestions on form, format, and grading criteria for the theme essay and term paper. In general, the essay and paper should contain 1-inch margins on all sides, top and bottom. They should be printed double space in a 12-point type. They must include proper citations (in the form of footnotes or endnotes) plus a separate "Bibliography" at the end of the paper. They must also include a separate cover page. The cover page and the bibliography do not count toward the required number of pages.
VERY IMPORTANT! READ ME:
In the preparation and execution of all papers for the class, students are required to follow the format presented by Kate L. Students are not permitted to use "parenthetical references" and "reference lists" for any paper or essay in this course, nor may they--under any circumstances--may use the MLA style of notes and references. All papers must have a separate cover page, although students need not follow Turabian closely on the format of this page.
Whatever you do, do not employ the MLA style in writing your history papers! References in parentheses at the ends of sentences are not permitted!!
Turabian's style is a recognized standard for writing papers, theses, and dissertations in the Humanities and Social Sciences. If you are not familiar with this format, open the manual and learn it. Don't try to "wing" it or fudge the format. Any papers that do not conform to Turabian style will be graded accordingly. When this course is finished, it is very strongly recommended that you not sell Turabian's manual back to the Bookstore, since you will probably continue to need it for future course work.
Execution. As a rule of thumb, do not quote class lecture notes in your paper. If you want to quote material mentioned in class, you must find it in published sources among the course readings and quote from there. If you cannot find the source among the readings, see the instructor for advice. Feel free to consult the instructor at any time for advice on preparing the papers or about writing strategies. Alternatively, students may consult writing counselors in the Writing Lab, Rm. 216 Education Center (http://www.cofc.edu/~csl/).
Improper form and misspelled words will reduce the grade of the term paper. To be certain of your spelling, use a dictionary. Use a spell-check program only after you have already manually checked your spelling. You must proofread your paper before submitting it, and make any final corrections cleanly in ink, if necessary. Why the emphasis on form? A research paper is a means of communication. The purpose of any paper is to convey an argument as logically as possible according to standards of form that facilitate its communicative function. Form is not merely format and correct spelling; it also includes the logical arrangement of an argument and the rational ordering of historical and textual data to support a particular historical interpretation. Poor form can impede the communication of a valid point of view. When a paper cannot communicate due to a lapse of form, it has failed in its purpose. Train your mind to be rigorous in the pursuit of understanding. After all, that is why you are in college.
Using the World Wide Web for Research and as a Source of Quotations
One does not do research merely by sitting at a computer and surfing the Web. One does research by paging through books and by following sources from one footnote to another. Students should confine the bulk of their research to printed publications. While students may not quote from any Web source, they should still freely consult reliable Web pages (i.e., those that are authored by professional historians) in order to identify issues, books, and other printed sources of information, which they may quote in their papers. Use these Web pages to lead you to printed books. Reliable Web pages are usually identifiable by the domain-markers ".edu" or ".ac.uk" or ".org" in their Web addresses, while much less trustworthy pages are often-but not always-identifiable by the domain-marker ".com" in their Web addresses. If in doubt about the appropriateness of any research source-either on the Web or in print-consult the instructor, and run these pages by him.
Policy on Plagiarism, Cheating, and Disruptive Behavior
As you prepare the term paper for this course, be careful not plagiarize any of your sources. Any plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, whether blatant or merely inappropriate paraphrasing, will not be tolerated. If you have any questions as you prepare your assignments, please feel free to ask the advice of the instructor. If in doubt about anything, quote it--even indirect quotations! The Honor Code of the College of Charleston strictly prohibits plagiarism, cheating, and attempted cheating. A student committing these offenses will be reported to the Honor Board and will fail the course. Additional penalties may include suspension or expulsion from the college at the discretion of the Honor Board. See the College of Charleston Student Handbook, p. 11 (http://www.cofc.edu/student-life/handbook/handbook02-03.pdf) for definitions of these offenses. For examples of proper and improper quoting and paraphrasing, see also "A Guide to Freshman English" (http://www.cofc.edu/~english/Guide.html).
Students are reminded that eating, drinking, and smoking are prohibited in the classrooms of the College of Charleston. Students may not make or receive cellular telephone calls or accept electronic pages during the class period. Turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. at the start of class. Any time a cell phone or pager goes off in class, it will result in a 3-point overall grade reduction for the student. The classroom is an inappropriate venue for reading newspapers, personal grooming (such as combing hair, applying makeup, etc.), or even sleeping.
